
 

Unit #4: Dark Ages vs. Golden Ages -  11 days – Ms. Eubanks  

Learning Target Objective(s) Unit Essential Question Instructional Materials 

 Students will be able to analyze the differences between different civilizations 

during the middle ages. 

 •Why did some civilizations experience 

‘dark’ ages while other areas flourished 

during the middle ages? 

 Textbook: Glencoe World 

History Unit 2 (and pages 84-

85) 

 Primary source documents 

 Laptops/tablets for internet 

access 

 Handouts/Worksheets 

 Visual media. Images of 

artifacts remains of structures 

or interpretations of past. 

 Smartboard or Projector 

 iclicker (or app) 

 audio recording device (or 

app) 

 

 

Lesson # 1 (2 days) Lesson # 2  (2 days) Lesson # 3 (2 days) 

Islamic World 

 Students will be able to analyze the causes for a 

period of prosperity in this region. 

 

Medieval Europe 

 Students will be able to compare the dark period of 

this Europe to periods of prosperity in other 

regions such as the Islamic World. 

African Kingdoms 

 Students will be able to understand the 

signifigance of trade in the growth of African 

kingdoms. 

Lesson Essential Question Lesson Essential Question Lesson Essential Question 

• Students will be able to identify the causes for a 

period of prosperity in the Islamic World. 

Why did this Europe fail to experience the same 

prosperity that other civilizations during this time 

experienced? 

Why was trade such an important factor in to the 

growth of African Kingdoms during the Middle 

Ages? 

 

Lesson # 4 (3 days) Lesson # 5 (2 days) 

Middle Ages in the East 

 Students will be able to explain the major 

differences between China, Japan, India, and the 

Mongols during the Middle Ages. 

Pre-Colombian America  

 Students will analyze the differences between the 

Pre-Colombian civilizations and the Old World. 

Lesson Essential Question Lesson Essential Question 

What were the major differences between China, 

Japan, India, and the Mongols during the Middle 

Ages? 

How did the civilizations in Pre-Colombian America 

differ from the civilizations of the Old World? 

 

https://eubankscm.files.wordpress.com/2016/04/eubanks-lesson-plan-1.pdf
https://eubankscm.files.wordpress.com/2016/04/eubanks-lesson-plan-2.pdf
https://eubankscm.files.wordpress.com/2016/04/eubanks-lesson-plan-3.pdf
https://eubankscm.files.wordpress.com/2016/04/eubanks-lesson-plan-4.pdf
https://eubankscm.files.wordpress.com/2016/04/eubanks-lesson-plan-5.pdf


Unit Vocabulary 

 caliph 

 caliphate 

 dynasty 

 feudalism  

 medieval 

 knights 

 kingdom 

 chivalry 

 medieval 

 monastic 

 subsistence farming 

 stateless societies 

 Bushido code 

 Samurai 

 Daimyo 

 Quipu   

 

Key Places-People-Events 

 Arabian Peninsula 

 Levant 

 Europe 

 Franks 

 Africa 

 Ghana, Mali, Songhai 

 Asia (China, Japan, India, Mongolia) 

 Sui, Tang, Song, Yuan dynasties 

 Nara, Heian, Kamakura 

 Gupta 

 Pax Mongolica 

 Americas (Meso-America, South America) 

 Maya, Aztec, Inca 

 Clovis 

 Charles Martel 

 Charlemagne 

 William the Conqueror 

 Pope Urban 

 Richard the Lionheart 

 Saladin 

 Mansa Musa 

 Sundiata Keita 

 Kossi 

 Sunni Ali 

 Marco Polo 

 Empress Wu 

 Shotoku Taishi 

 Minamoto Yoritoko 

  Genghis Khan 

 Pachacuti 

 Crusades 

 Battle of Tours 

 Battle of Hastings 

 Mansa Musa’s pilgrimage  

 Onin Civil War 

 

 
Concepts & Themes 

 Trade Routes (Silk Road, IOTS, Trans-Saharan) 

 Systems of rule 

 Military systems 

 Intellectual innovations 

 Social Structure 

 Role of Religion 

 Dark Ages 

 Golden Ages 

 Gender roles 

 Systems of Education 

 
Assessments 

Summative Unit Assessment 

 A short unit test will be given at the end of the unit. The unit test will include 

both lower and higher-order thinking multiple choice questions, matching, 

and one essay question. It will cover all five regions discussed in the unit. 

Questions will pertain to key people, events, or ideas associated with the 

Unit formative assessments 

 At the beginning of the unit the teacher will have students complete a sample 

quiz to see how much they know. Students may have a better understanding 

of medieval Europe than the rest of the world at this time. The quiz will 

mainly be made up of lower-order thinking questions. By seeing how much 



region, and the similarities and differences between them. students know, I can gauge how much time should be spent on each lesson. 

 Students will have daily activities, such as worksheets, that will cover 

information about the different regions. Based on how well the students 

perform on these assignments, the teacher will know if they need to readjust 

the lesson to assure that students understand the topic at hand. Worksheets 

will serve as guided note-taking exercise, with some fill in the blank or 

matching questions, and some higher-order short answer questions. These 

activities will also assess students’ research abilities.  

 

Correlations 

NC Essential Standards: 

Primary: 

 WH.H.3 

 

Secondary: 

 WH.H.3.1-4 

 WH.H.2.4-7 

 WH.H.4.3 

Common Core & C3: 

CC: 

 CCSS 9-10.6 

 CCSS 9-10.9 

 

C3: 

 D2.His.8.9-12 

 D2.His.16.9-12 

 D2.His.17.9-12 

 

  



 

 

Why did some civilizations experience ‘dark’ ages while other areas 
flourished during the middle ages?

What factors contributed to the prosperity of the 
Islamic World?

Why did this Europe fail to experience the same 
prosperity that other civilizations during this time 

experienced?

Why was trade such an important factor in to the 
growth of African Kingdoms during the Middle 

Ages?

What were the major differences between 
China, Japan, India, and the Mongols during the 

Middle Ages?

How did the civilizations in Pre-Colombian 
America differ from the civilizations of the Old 

World?


