
 

Pre-Columbian America (Unit #4: Dark Ages vs. Golden Ages)  

2 days (out of 11)  

Ms. Eubanks  

World History Honors  

Learning Target Objective(s) Instructional Materials & 

Resources 

 Students will analyze the differences between the Pre-Colombian 

civilizations and the Old World. 

 

 Worksheet with blank map 

 Smartboard 

 Device to play audio 

 Transcript of podcast 

 Audio recording device 

(possibly smart phone app) 

 Laptops 

 iclickers for Jeopardy game 

(possibly smart phone app) 

 

Lesson Essential Question  

 How did the civilizations in Pre-Colombian America differ from the 

civilizations of the Old World? 

 

 

Plan of Instruction 

Activity Description of Activities/Setting Purpose (Rationale) 

Pre-Lesson  

(Prior Knowledge & 

Content) 

 
15 minutes 

 At the beginning of the lesson, the students 

will be asked to complete a Bell-Ringer. 

 The Bell-Ringer activity will include a 

blank map of Meso and South America. 

Students will be asked to label where the 

Mayan, Aztec, and Incan civilizations were 

located. 

 Below the worksheet or on the back of the 

sheet of paper, students will be asked to 

write anything they know about those three 

civilizations or Pre-Colombian America. 

 

This pre-lesson activity will 

be beneficial to the students 

because they will have the 

opportunity to familiarize 

themselves with the region. 

 

Students will also have the 

opportunity to showcase 

what they might already 

know about the region, and 

the teacher can build of the 

students’ prior knowledge.  

Acquisition / Teacher 

Input 

(Establish objectives, 

set learning 

parameters) 

 

20 minutes 

 After looking over the students’ responses, 

the teacher will show the students where 

the three civilizations are located on the 

map. If any students responded correctly in 

the Bell-Ringer, they may be asked to 

locate the civilizations on the map for their 

peers. 

 The teacher will lead a discussion about 

the students’ prior knowledge (i.e., Mayan 

Doomsday Calendar). 

 The teacher will then write the LEQ on the 

board and ask the students if they know 

how Pre-Colombian civilizations differed 

from the Old World. 

 

Because the students are 

analyzing the differences 

between Pre-Colombian 

America and the Old World, 

they will have to look at 

themes such as trade, 

innovations, and warfare. 

 

By addressing prior 

knowledge or 

misconceptions the students 

may have, the teacher will 

inspire the students to 

address these themes when 

learning the content.  

Extending & Refining 

(Guided Practice) 

 

40 minutes 

 The teacher will had the students listen to a 

15 Minute History podcast titled “The 

Precolumbian Civilizations of 

Mesoamerica.” 

Students will be listening to 

professional historians 

discuss the region. 

 



 Depending on how much time is avaliable, 

the students may either listen to this in 

class or at home, or listen to part of it in 

class and part at home. 

 The students will also be given a copy of 

the transcript that they can follow along on 

and take notes. 

 Once having listened to the podcast, 

students will write one question and one 

comment about the material.  

 The teacher will when answer questions 

about the material. 

Students will gain an 

understanding about the 

major themes and concepts 

of the region. They should 

therefore learn which themes 

and concepts to look for. 

 

 

Adjusting/Re-

Centering 

(Assessing student 

progress, adjustments) 

 By simply listening to the podcast, 

students may miss certain information. 

 This activity can be readjusted by having 

the teacher read the transcript along with 

the students  

 The teacher will have the opportunity to 

point out key items that can be related to 

the LEQ. 

 

Some students may not 

appear to be paying 

attention. Even if the 

students look like they’re 

paying attention. The teacher 

should stop the podcast 

occasionally and ask a 

question to check if students 

are following and understand 

the content.  

 

If students appear to lack 

understanding or 

engagement, then the 

adjustment will be 

implemented.  

Extending & Refining 

II 

(Independent practice) 

 

60 minutes 

 For this next assignment, students will 

create their own podcast in partner groups. 

 The student podcast will be modeled after 

the professional podcast. 

 The model poscast covered MesoAmerican 

civilization. The student podcast will focus 

on the South American Incan civilization. 

 Students will be expected to research 

information about the Incan civilization 

and type of a transcript to accompany their 

audio podcast. 

 Students will also be expected to include 

the LEQ in their podcast. 

 Student podcasts should be around 10-15 

minutes in length. 

  

Students will become 

responsible for mastering the 

content by creating their 

own content in the form of 

their own podcasts.  

 

Student products should 

showcase understanding 

with the use of analysis in 

their podcasts, not just 

reporting facts.  

 

Closure 

(Student-driven, 

teacher directed close 

to lesson) 

 

45 minutes 

 The lesson will end with a jeopardy review 

sesson for the entire unit. 

 The jeopardy game will consist of two 

rounds, and the categories will include 

each of the five regions discussed in the 

unit. 

Since it is the end of the 

unit, a review of the content 

for the unit is appropriate.  

 

The last lesson was the most 

recent, so students should 



 This will serve as a wrap-up to the lesson 

before moving on to the next unit. 

 

 

show closure by performing 

exceptionally well on 

questions pertaining to the 

5th lesson.  

 

Since this lesson’s LEQ 

addresses other civilizations 

in addition to Pre-

Colombian civilizations, a 

closure activity which 

includes the other 

civilizations of the unit 

would be appropriate.  

 

  



 

Key People – Events – Groups - Terms 

 Olmecs 

 Mayans 

 Tolec 

 Aztecs 

 Incans 

 

 

 Yucatán Peninsula 

 Chichén Itzá 

 Valley of Mexico 

 Tenochtitlán 

 Lake Texcoco 

 Cuzco 

 Amazon basin 

 Machu Picchu 

 

 Huitzilopochtli 

 Pachacuti 

 Inti 

 

 

Concepts & Themes  

 Social Structure 

 Intellectual innovations 

 Religion in society 

 

 Human sacrifice 

 Military class 

  

  

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

Correlations: State Correlations: National 

NC Essential Standards 

Primary –  

 WH.H.3: Understand how conflict and innovation 

influenced political, religious, economic and 

social changes in medieval civilizations. 

Common Core & C3 Framework 

 CCSS 9-10.6: Compare the point of view of 

two or more authors for how they treat the 

same or similar topics, including which details 

they include and emphasize in their respective 

Assessments 

Formative Assessments 

 Bell-Ringer – by using this activity, the teacher 

will have the opportunity to assess the students’ 

prior knowledge of the subject. By doing so, the 

teacher will be able to cater to the students’ 

needs. 

 The podcast listening assignment also takes the 

form of a formative assessment. By allowing 

students to submit questions and comments, the 

teacher can address the students’ needs before 

moving on to the next assignment. 

 

Summative assessment 

 The summative assessment will take the form 

of the students’ creation of a podcast.  

 Students should address the content and the 

LEQ when creating their podcasts. 

 Research and analysis are used in this 

assessment, as well as the ability to compare 

and contrast historical civilizations. 

 

 The jeopardy activity can be used as an 

assessment of the students’ ability to remember 

and recall information discussed over the 

course of the unit. However, it will be difficult 

to assess individuals and should be used to 

assess the class as a whole. A short unit 

test/quiz may take place, depending how much 

time is leftover. This is what will be used to 

assess individual students. 

 

Lesson Vocabulary 

 Quipu knots 

 Quechua 

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

 



Secondary –  

 WH.H.3.1: Explain how religion influenced 

political power and cultural unity in various 

regions of Europe, Asia and Africa (e.g., 

Carolingian Dynasty, Holy Roman Empire, 

Ottoman Empire, Mughal Empire, Safavid 

Empire). 

 WH.H.3.3: Analyze how innovations in 

agriculture, trade and business impacted the 

economic and social development of various 

medieval societies (e.g., Feudalism, Agricultural 

Revolutions, Commercial Revolution and 

development of a banking system, manorial 

system, growth of towns, etc.). 

 WH.H.3.4: Analyze how the desire for farmable 

land created conflict and impacted the physical 

environments of Europe, Asia, Africa and the 

Americas (e.g., Agricultural Revolution in 

Europe, Muslim Agricultural Revolution, 

Mesoamerican and Andean agricultural 

innovations, etc.). 

 WH.H.2.4: Analyze the rise and spread of various 

empires in terms of influence, achievements and 

lasting impact (e.g., Mongol, Mughal, Ottoman, 

Ming, Mesoamerica, Inca, imperial states in 

Africa, etc.). 

 WH.H.2.7: Analyze the relationship between 

trade routes and the development and decline of 

major empires (e.g. Ghana, Mali, Songhai, 

Greece, Rome, China, Mughal, Mongol, 

Mesoamerica, Inca, etc.). 

 

accounts. 

 CCSS 910.9: Compare and contrast treatments 

of the same topic in several primary and 

secondary sources. 

 

 D2.His.8.9-12: Analyze how current 

interpretations of the past are limited by the 

extent to which available historical sources 

represent perspectives of people at the time. 

 D2.His.16.9-12: Integrate evidence from 

multiple relevant historical sources and 

interpretations into a reasonable argument 

about the past. 

 D2.His.17.9-12: Critique the central arguments 

in secondary works of history on related topics 

in multiple media in terms of their historical 

accuracy.  

 

 

 

Research Notes  & Sources (Citations) 

 Spielvogel, Jackson J. Glencoe World History. New York, New York: Glencoe/McGraw-Hill, 

2003. 

 15 Minute History Podcast: https://15minutehistory.org/2014/04/30/episode-52-the-precolumbian-

civilizations-of-mesoamerica/  

This template is a modification of the North Carolina Secondary Social Studies Lesson Plan Template 

(“the six-point lesson plan”) 

 

https://15minutehistory.org/2014/04/30/episode-52-the-precolumbian-civilizations-of-mesoamerica/
https://15minutehistory.org/2014/04/30/episode-52-the-precolumbian-civilizations-of-mesoamerica/

