
Examining the Crusades  

with Primary Source Documents 

 

For homework: 

Read pages 111-121 in World History in Documents (Stearns). The first two pages give a brief 

summary of the Crusades. Pages 113-116 give a Christian account of the Crusades, and pages 

116-120 give a Muslim accounts. Take notes on what you read; You will be expected to have a 

main idea about what you read with evidence from the sources. Additionally, I would like you to 

answer questions 1-5 on pg. 112. You may paraphrase if you wish. Your notes should help you 

answer these questions. You should also pay attention to the questions “For Further Discussion” 

on page 113. Our class tomorrow will be geared toward answering these questions. 

As you complete this assignment, please tweet at the class twitter page something interesting you 

learned about each document. If you don’t have internet access or a twitter account, you can 

bring in a physical copy to class. By completing the assignment, you will get one point per tweet 

added to your assignment grade. Maximum of three tweets/points.  

 

Class discussion: 

We will be having a discussion about the different accounts of the crusades. I will split the class 

in two; one group will be assigned the Christian text, and the other group will be assigned the 

Muslim texts. You will be given time to share your ideas, your notes, and the answers to last 

night’s questions with your group. Students will be selected to lead the discussion for certain 

questions, and others will be designated note-takers. Following this, we will reconvene as a class 

to discuss the sources.  

 

Class writing assignment:  

Answer questions 1 & 3 from page 113 (For Further Discussion). Write at least one paragraph 

for each question. This is open note and open book. Use your homework and what we discussed 

to help you! Keep in mind that I will be looking for thesis statements and evidence.  

 

*This will count as one assignment grade. The homework portion will be worth 30% of the 

grade, participation in the discussion will be worth 10%, and the writing assignment will be 

worth 60%. 


