
Lesson #4 – notes 

China: 
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 Sui Dynasty (581-618). Did not last long but unified China after the civil war following 

the collapse of the Han Dynasty. The Grand Canal was built during this dynasty, linking 

the Huang He and the Chang Jiang, making it easier to ship rice.  

 Tang Dynasty (618-907), Song Dynasty (907-1279). Many innovations were developed 

during this period, such as steel, gunpowder, compass, the clock, the use of paper money 

instead of metal coinage, and cotton for clothes.  

 China was primarily a farming society, though trade was important to the economy as 

well (exported tea, silk, and porcelain, imported exotic woods, precious stones, and 

tropical goods).  

 Changan was the wealthiest city in the world during the Tang dynasty. From the Sui to 

the Song dynasties, Chinese economy grew dramatically, both in agriculture and 

manufacturing and trade.  

 Rich Chinese lived well during this time. Song dynasty’s capital of Hangzhou was 

described by Marco Polo as a place where “So many pleasures may be found that one 

fancies himself to be in Paradise.” 

 China experienced a Golden Age of Literature and Art between the Tang and Ming 

dynasties. 

 Vast majority of Chinese people lived in villages, off the land. Rarely ever left unless 

visiting a nearby market town. 

 Changes in the country: less of a gap between the wealthy landowners and poor peasants. 

Mix of landowners, peasants, sharecroppers, and landless laborers emerged.  

 Scholar-gentry replaced the old aristocracy. Political & economic elite of the society. 

 Women had little power, and female children were considered less desirable than males. 

When marrying, a woman would become part of her husband’s family. The woman’s 

family was expected to provide a dowry. Empress Wu, the only female Emperor in 

Chinese history, was an exception to these gender roles. 

Japan: 

 During the 7th century, Japanese prince Shotoku Taishi sent representatives to Tang 

China. He adopted a new centralized system of government in Japan based on the 

Chinese model. Japan was divided into administrative districts, and a new tax system was 



developed. All farmland belonged to the state and taxes were to be paid directly to the 

central government.  

 Nara Period: After Shotoku Taishi’s death in 622, the central government began to lose 

power and influence. Aristocrats held power and were able to keep taxes from the lands 

for themselves. Although the emperor was a Yamato, the Fujiwara family strongly 

influenced his reign. 

 Heian Period: 794, the emperor moved the capital from Nara to Heian. Continues to rule 

in name but Fujiwara still holds power. Government returns to the decentralized system 

that existed before Shotoku Taishi’s reign. Powerful families control tax-exempt 

farmland and to avoid paying taxes, peasants surrendered their land to aristocrats. 

Aristocrats would then pay peasants to farm land as rent.  

 Military class develops so aristocratd can protect their interests. Samurai, similar to 

nights, were warriors who served wealthy families. Like chivalry to knights, Samurai 

followed the Bushido code.  

 Kamakura Shogunate: (1192-1333) By the end of the 12th century, rivalries between 

families led to a civil war. Minamoto Yoritoko defeated his rivals and set up power near 

modern Tokyo. He developed a centralized government under the shogun, a military 

leader. New system was known as the Shogunate. Eventually overthrown by the 

Ashikaga family.  

 14th-15th centuries: Noble families, daimyo, held control. Kyoto was destroyed in the 

Onin civil war, which lasted 10 years. 

India: 
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 Gupta: (320-550) Northern India, and loose control over central India.  



 Actively engaged in trade with China, Southeast Asia, and Mediterranean. Domestic 

trade as well (cloth, salt, and iron). Prosperous cities developed along trade routes. Trade 

was managed by Gupta rulers who owned silver and gold mines and land. Lived in 

luxury. Pursuit of scientific and artistic endeavors (science, mathematics, astronomy 

technology, engineering, art, literature) 

 Nomadic Huns invaded the northwest empire, and the Gupta Empire gradually lost 

power.  

 Buddhism loses popularity in India. As Islam expands, it becomes popular in the 

northwestern corner of the Indian subcontinent. Because of the political disunity in India, 

a rift developed between those who follow Islam and those who follow Hinduism.  

 Between 500 and 1500 peasants lived on and farmed tiny plots. Paid a share of harvest to 

landlords who sent part of the payment to local rulers. The landlord was like a tax 

collector for the king, who (in theory) owned all the land in his state.  

Mongols: 
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 Genghis Khan gained power in 1206 and devoted himself to conquest. The Mongols 

brought much of the Eurasian landmass under a single rule. After his death in 1227, 

Genghis Khan’s heirs get divided territories (khanates).  

 Yuan dynasty (China) (Kublai Khan), Ilkhanate (Hulegu Khan), Chagatai Khanate 

(Chagatai Khan), and Golden Horde (Modern Day Russia) (Batu Khan) 

 Under the Yuan dynasty, the Mongols attempted to invade Japan. They were 

unsuccessful, largely due to a typhoon that affected their travel to Japan. Japan remained 

unconquered by the invaders.  

 Pax Mongolica: Because much of Eurasia was unified, there was a period of stabilization 

and peace after the conquests of the Mongols. There was also exchanges of goods, ideas, 

and cultures. The nomadic Mongols assimilated to the areas they conquered.  


